THE   CHILDREN'S   OMNIBUS

he was a most elegant and assiduous scholar; the First
Lord of the Billiard Table gave the most flattering
reports of the Prince's skill; so did the Groom of
the Tennis Court; and as for the Captain of the Guard
and Fencing Master, the valiant and veteran Count
KUTASOFF HEDZOFF, he avowed that since he ran the
General of Crim Tartary, the dreadful Grumbuskin,
through the body, he never had encountered so expert
a swordsman as Prince Giglio.

I hope you do not imagine that there was any
impropriety in the Prince and Princess walking to-
gether in the palace garden, and because Giglio
kissed Angelica's hand in a polite manner. In the
first place they are cousins; next, the Queen is
walking in the garden too (you cannot see her, for she
happens to be behind that tree), and her Majesty
always wished that Angelica and Giglio should marry:
so did Giglio: so did Angelica sometimes, for she
thought her cousin very handsome, brave, and good-
natured: but then you know she was so clever and
knew so many things, and poor Giglio knew nothing,
and had no conversation. When they looked at the
stars, what did Giglio know of the heavenly bodies?
Once, when on a sweet night in a balcony where they
were standing Angelica said, "There is the Bear/'
"Where?" says Giglio. "Don't be afraid, Angelica!
if a dozen bears come, I will kill them rather than
they shall hurt you/3 "Oh, you silly creature!"
says she: "you are very good, but you are not very
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